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a note 
F R O M  M A R K

lobby shot?

To the Christ’s Church family,

How we face challenges says a lot about the character we have and the character we lack. 
Challenges reveal what holds us up when we need strength and what trips us up when we 
lack it. Over the past 18 months, together, we found both unique and common challenges.

One of the many things we can celebrate is that God’s faithfulness was on full display, even 
when the pandemic challenged the routines of our community of faith like never before.  
When we did not agree or know what to do or who to seek advice from, we were reminded 
that the gospel still penetrates our concerns, fears, and needs. The gospel was enough. God 
protected us as a community, and the pandemic allowed us to minister under new 
challenges and conditions.

We live in a divided country that faces many challenges. I am so grateful that, as a 
community of faith, Christ’s Church has stayed unified around what really matters. We have 
not become divisive over things that could take us off course and out of the rhythms of God’s 
Kingdom.

We have seen the gospel message continue to change lives, reinvigorate families, care for 
the hurting, and inspire authentic, life-giving relationships. We witnessed people sacrificing 
their own comforts for the benefit of others facing some of the most difficult circumstances 
of their lives.

We have grown in ways we could not have imagined, and God was there to guide us and 
serve us as we grew. We can, with grateful hearts, celebrate that God was seen, known, and 
revealed through the work, prayers, and sacrifices made.

I am grateful for the example and character of Christ through which we grow and develop. 
When we made Jesus our Lord and Savior, we experienced Completeness in Jesus.

In Christ and for Christ,

Mark Christian
Senior Minister
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Our God is the 
author of great 
stories...

...these are ours.



story #1
B R I  R I C E

I studied philosophy in college. Not because I was looking to teach philosophy or 
write; I studied philosophy because I was searching for an ‘ah ha’ moment so the 
world would make sense. Growing up I never could grasp why we were here, what 
the point was, and where the person behind the curtain was. The nominal faith I 
had when I was a kid extinguished at 13 and left a void that shrouded itself as 
freedom, carefree attitude, and illumination. As the years pressed on I began to 
create a distinction between science and religion, logic and faith, and of course, I 
read every man-made philosophy I could get my hands on that brought 
materialism to the forefront of my worldview.

What they don’t tell you about atheism is that you have a hole that slowly 
increases in size and depth. It festers and you continue to feel disappointment 
because the man-made ideas of creation, purpose, and meaning don’t answer 
your questions. So you obtain new questions. These questions don’t get clear 
answers, cause some tailspins, exhaustion, apathy and then you hit a weird spot 
where you essentially become a nihilist at 30. You feel separated, isolated, 
desperate to become better but constantly disappoint yourself. You think you’re 
free but you have a sense that everything is not ok and then everything just ends.

In early October of 2020, I was in my kitchen and felt the need to go to the back of 
our property where the land overlooks the creek. Jesus walked with me to the 
back of the property, all the while leading me to see not only was I not to worry, 
but I wasn’t hopeless, and I was not isolated. I spoke to God for the first time in 
over 15 years and I cried. And when I thought I was done crying, I cried more 
because of the huge love I felt at that moment. Walking back to the house I 
realized the wind felt different. I realized God told me he would help me with 
answers. 

( C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E )

“I realized God told me he 
would help me with 

answers.”



Within the next two weeks, I had ordered and started over 20 books, watched 
dozens of documentaries, watched hundreds of apologetics and theology videos, 
devoured podcasts in the car, read the Gospels (and dug into the rest of the Bible) 
for the first time in my life and, prayed. 

I asked God three things when I prayed to him by the creek that day. I asked for 
forgiveness, which at the time I thought was impossible. I asked for answers from 
over a decade worth of seeking and I asked to know him. Let me ask you, how do 
you express or explain God’s love? How can I ever put into writing the moment I 
realized I was forgiven, by the Lord who created me and knew me before I was 
born? How can I convey the awe felt when I read that he came for me, to never 
leave me and to welcome me back with nothing but love? I still have questions 
but only because the questions held for 15 years have been answered. The ‘ah ha’ 
moment I wanted for over half my life never was to come from me, but from 
Jesus, because of Jesus. I have new life. I also have a ton of really great books. 

He will call on me, 
and I will answer him; 

I will be with him in 
trouble, I will deliver 
him and honor him.

P S A L M  9 1 : 1 5



story #2
A B B E Y  &  J E S S E  L E A T H E R M O N

“How did you two meet?” It’s one of our favorite questions. In 2012, Jesse picked 
me for his dodgeball team without even knowing my name. Nearly two years after 
that, we got married. And, in 2018, we welcomed our first baby girl.

We had our share of newlywed challenges. We worked through them with 
supportive Christian friends and the faith we shared. And, like most new parents, 
we encountered a new round of troubles when our daughter arrived. But these 
new issues weren’t what you’d typically expect: different parenting styles or lack of 
sleep. No, our main concern was that our daughter wasn’t reaching her 
development goals. After a year and a half of searching for answers, we learned 
our daughter had spastic cerebral palsy. 

How our sweet girl got this incurable, life-long disease we will never know. One of 
our first questions for God was, “Why are you punishing us like this?” We hadn’t 
done anything wrong. Yes, we were flawed, but we were good Christians. Why 
would he choose to give us a special needs child?

When we first learned of her diagnosis, we asked our church to pray with us for 
total healing. To our dismay, God didn’t grant us this prayer. At this point, she is still 
almost completely dependent on us to get through her days, despite three years 
of therapy and a major surgery. Looking at those facts, most people would 
probably see a dire situation. If I’m honest with you, we’ve probably felt that way a 
handful of times. We take our daughter to three different types of therapies for 
eight sessions every week. But because of our faith, we know someone has a 
much bigger plan for our family.

( C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E )

“Because of our faith, 
we know someone has 

a much bigger plan 
for our  family.”



Our special needs daughter has taught us more about God than the thirty years 
we’ve had to teach ourselves. She’s taught us so much about empathy, not taking 
things for granted, and what it really looks like to trust God with our day-to-day. On 
the day she was born, we didn’t have a name for her. On the very last push before 
she joined us on this earth, I knew her name (even if Jesse didn’t). Her name, which 
I believe was given to me through the Holy Spirit, is Joy, meaning happiness 
regardless of the situation.

In Genesis 50:20, Joseph tells the brothers who abandoned him, “You intended to 
harm me, but God intended it for good…” Our Joy Kay could present a lot of earthly 
troubles: frustration, disappointment, and discouragement to name a few. But we 
believe and know our God is so much more than earthly troubles. He has a bigger 
plan for our girl, and we are blessed to have a front-row seat to observe his 
goodness and faithfulness. 

Even though God did not instantly heal our Joy, we believe it was because he still 
had things to teach us from Joy’s diagnosis. We believe, just like Joseph, the good 
is yet to come through the tragedy. While we still hope and pray that Joy will 
miraculously be healed, we know whatever happens, God is still good and God is 
still faithful. 

You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it 
for good to accomplish 

what is now being done, 
the saving of many lives.

G E N E S I S  5 0 : 2 0



story #3
L I Z E  S M I T H

I grew up in a church and always had some sort of relationship with Jesus. For as 
long as I can remember, it was a hot and cold situation. There would be times 
where I felt the presence of God, heard from Holy Spirit regularly and lived my life 
according to scripture and conviction. Then there would be times when I backslid. 
I felt so disconnected. From God, from my church, from everything. I could not 
seem to break out of this cycle and it was beyond frustrating. It was defeating and 
felt very hopeless at times. I knew there had to be more to this life and my walk 
with Jesus than what I was currently experiencing.

In 2019 God put it on my heart to get some Christian friends. On my prayer list I 
actually typed, “I need Christian friends.” I had no idea how I was going to make 
these friends or why it was so important but I continued to pray for these 
relationships. In the spring of 2020 I felt lead to take the Rooted course Christ's 
Church offers. 

When I say Rooted changed my life, I mean in all honesty, Rooted changed my 
life. Being in a community, true authentic relationships with other people who love 
and serve Jesus with their lives, changed everything. I still remember the day 
when I updated my prayer list and got to cross off “I need Christian friends” and 
add “Pray for Rooted ladies.” At that moment I broke down and began to cry 
because I was reminded of how faithful our God is and how good he is to us. It has 
since then been updated to “pray for small group ladies” which has been an 
incredible journey. These women encourage one another, love each other and 
pray diligently for every need. There has been so much healing brought by this 
group and life is so much sweeter with them.

Despite the turmoil the last year and a half has brought globally, it has been the 
best year and a half of my life. That is what community does. That is why we are 
called to be in relationship with other believers. Building each other up. Keeping 
each other accountable. Our God is so good. He is so faithful. My life is a 
testament to those truths. 

“Being in a community with 
others who love & serve 

Jesus with their lives 
changed everything.”



And let us consider 
how we may spur one 

another on toward 
love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting 
together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one 
another—and all the 
more as you see the 

Day approaching.
P S A L M  9 1 : 1 5



story #4
J A S O N  C R U M R I N E

I moved to the Joplin/Webb City area in May 2004 for a job and met my wife, 
Hayley, about a year and a half later. The first several years of our marriage we 
hopped around from church to church. During this time, for me, following Christ 
was no deeper than attending church on Sunday mornings. Selfishly, I was seeking 
a church that we felt like we belonged, and that we could connect with others for 
a sense of community.

However, even with that strong desire to feel connected, I was always too full of 
fear to ever take any initiative. So instead, I would simply go and attend a Sunday 
morning service here and there and quietly sneak out unnoticed. It’s surprising 
how easy it is to sneak into and out of churches unnoticed when you want to; from 
the biggest of churches to even the smallest.

During this time, I really felt alone, on many different levels. My relationship with 
my wife was distant, I had no close friends in the local area, and my walk with 
Christ was equally as fragmented. My relationship with him consisted of my 
Sunday morning worship, and that was about it.

We began attending Christ's Church of Oronogo in the summer of 2009. I had 
visited once or twice many years before while in college, so I knew of the church 
but didn’t really know much more than its location. For the first several years of 
attending, my old habits persisted of simply attending on Sundays and sneaking 
out unnoticed.

My walk with Christ continued to be limited by my own reluctance to act. It’s easy 
after all, to bitterly make excuses for why you’re not growing spiritually nor serving 
others. “I’m too busy.” “No one said hi.” “I’m just not sure.”

( C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E )

“I’m so thankful that Jesus 
pursues us, even when at 
times, we aren’t actively 

pursuing him.”



Then, a couple of years ago Hayley and I were approached by our trusted 
neighbors and friends while picking up our kids after church. They asked us if we 
would be interested in joining a small group. We were both eager and excited 
about the invitation and quickly answered that we would be interested.

We joined that small group which was a community of other families in our 
neighborhood that we previously did not know well at all. Now those neighbors 
are some of our closest friends. Little did I realize; just how much God was going 
to use that small group to grow my faith and walk with Christ.

Over the past two years of being a part of our small group, I’ve read more of the 
Bible and other spiritual growth material than all my years prior combined. We had 
the opportunity to go through Rooted together as a small group. Going through 
the Rooted materials of strongholds, and prayer together has grown my walk with 
Christ so much. I’m so thankful that Jesus pursues us, even when at times, we 
aren’t actively pursuing him.

I find it amazing that Christ used my neighbor, to give an invitation, which led to my 
family becoming engaged, connected, and continuously growing in our walk with 
him.

So then, just as you 
received Christ Jesus 
as Lord, continue to 

live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up 

in him, strengthened 
in the faith as you 
were taught, and 
overflowing with 

thankfulness.
C O L O S S I A N S  2 : 6 - 7



c i c m  /  i n d i a  p i c

In May, we were challenged with helping Central India Christian Mission with its 
COVID-19 relief efforts in India. CICM was in the middle of a historic medical crisis 
providing medical services through its hospital and mobile units.

Your response was tremendous. Because of your extra giving, $119,000 was 
provided to CICM to help provide much-needed medical equipment and supplies. 
Thank you for your expression of love and mercy to those suffering in India.

covid-19 relief
C E N T R A L  I N D I A  C H R I S T I A N  M I S S I O N



finances and giving
J U LY  2 0 2 0  -  J U N E  2 0 2 1

OVERALL GIVING:
$4,483,155

General Giv ing |  $3,953,248
Right Here Right Now |  $199,125
Designated Giv ing |  $330,782

CHRIST’S CHURCH MINISTRIES:
$217,964

Chi ldren & Students |  $77,039
Adult  |  $76,946
Worship |  $63,979

OUTREACH MINISTRIES:
$877,145

Missions |  $558,668
Right Here Right Now |  $173,282
Community Impact |  $10,364
Bible College Scholarships |  $15,758
India Special Gif t  |  $119,073

PROPERTY/INSURANCE/ADMIN:
$473,579

Capital Improvements |  $151,558
Uti l i t ies,  Repairs & Maintenance |  $130,842
Insurance,  Office & Admin |  $191,179

STAFF EXPENSES:
$2,349,147

DEBT SERVICE:
Payoff of Remaining Note Balance |  $460,048

Each of you should give what you have decided 
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7


